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Mass Media is JCHS’s name for the Tennessee approved 9-12 grade course called Visual Literacy 

by the TN Department of Education. Standards for Visual Literacy expand on the Speaking and 

Listening standards SL.CC.2 and SL.PKI.5, and Reading Literature standard R.IKI.7 used in all 

high school English courses. This course is a year-long “skinny” that meets daily for 45 minutes 

each day.  

Goal Statement: 

The goal of this course is to interpret visual forms of media and to analyze and evaluate 

the effectiveness of the various types. Visual forms of media can include film, print, 

photography, stage productions, short videos, and graphic design. These forms of media 

will be used to develop the student’s ability to understand messages conveyed through 

images. Throughout the course, students will examine and analyze the effect of various 

forms of media in order to broaden a student’s cultural literacy (TN Dept of Education, 

n.d., p. 14). 

This course will utilize pictures, paintings, photography, magazine covers, billboards, 

commercial and political ads, manipulated photos, scenes from film, film shorts, parody, 

cartoons, visual news, graphic novels, and film to fulfill the standards and goal statement. 

Materials: 

● All instructional materials are provided by JCHS.  The student is financially 

responsible for any damages or loss of JCHS books/materials.  

● Bringing a notebook or folder –consider something with pockets for handouts as well 

as a place for notebook paper- dedicated to this class as well as loose-leaf paper and a 

writing utensil (pencil and/or pen) is, of course, necessary and required. A two-inch, 

three-ring binder works well.  

● Instructional material (texts, articles, handouts, online links…) can be requested from 

the instructor by email or phone at hkerley@jocoed.net or 423-727-2620. 

Grading: 

Your grade will be assessed as follows –  

100% of 9-Week grades: 10% Participation 

25% Daily grades 

25%Homework/Quizzes 

40% Tests/Essays/Projects 

 

● 100-93 = “A”;  92-85 = “B”;  84-75 = “C”; 74-70= “D” and 69 or below = “F” 

 

Late Assignments/Zeros: 

● Students have 3 class days to make up the work for each class day absent, not 

including the day of return. However, previously assigned work is due the day of 

return.  Late assignments will be accepted after the due date in most cases.  Making up of 

late work is THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY. 
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● A grade of “0” will be given to an assignment plagiarized in part or in its entirety. 

PLAGERIZE: to use and pass off (the ideas or writings of another) as one’s 

own. This includes direct copying of another student’s work, an electronic text, or any 

print text. Any student sharing his/her work with another may be considered guilty of 

plagiarism. Giving work to another so that it may be copied is a direct violation. Failure 

(accidentally or on purpose) to give accurate documentation of a source material in a 

paper, speech, project or presentation is plagiarism. Just don’t do it!  

 

Bathroom:  Students will be allowed ONE TRIP to the restroom each week. No one will 

be denied a second trip, but time will need to be made up with the teacher. No one is allowed out 

of the classroom the first and last 15 minutes of each class period (school rule). Frequent 

requests to use the restroom during a class will be reported to an appropriate 

member of the administration. Exceptions will only be given to those with a note from the 

doctor on file with the school. 

 

Hats and Cell Phones:  “Male or female hats/headgear are not be worn in the buildings, 

including the gym. Hats, hoodies, and toboggans will be taken if seen on your head. They are to 

be left at home or in your cars” (JOHNSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL: Parent/Student 

Handbook, 2014).  

 

“Cell phones are not to be out during school hours” (JOHNSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL: 

Parent/Student Handbook, 2014).  

There will be times we will use cell phones in class. All other times phones are to be kept silent 

and put away in book bags, pockets, pocketbooks, etc. The FIRST time a phone is out in class 

without permission, it will be kept safe by the teacher until the end of class. The SECOND time, 

the teacher will give the phone to an administrator.  

 

Please refer to the Johnson County High School Handbook that is provided on the school 

website at this link, http://www.jchs.k12tn.net/Parent_Student_Handbook_2014%202015.pdf 

for any other policies, expectations or requirements.  Thank you! 
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Dear Student and Guardian(s): 

It is my pleasure to have the opportunity to be the facilitator for this course!  My goal is for your 

participation in the course to be as meaningful and successful as possible.  If you or your 

guardian(s) have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  We are going 

to have an awesome class this year and I am very much looking forward to it! 

 

Mrs. Heidi Kerley  
423-727-2620 (school) 

hkerley@jocoed.net  
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Return COMPLETED to Mrs. Kerley  

Mass Media in room 200 

 

 

 
 
I, __________________, understand the syllabus for my Mass Media course and 

agree to not only participate in class but also fulfill my responsibilities. I understand 

that my full participation not only benefits my learning and growth, but also the success 

of the endeavors of the class.  I am willing to be responsible for completing all required 

assignments to the teacher’s satisfaction and will also respect my classmates, teacher 

and JCHS property. 

I also understand that PLAGIARISM is taken seriously by Mrs. Kerley and accept that if 

I turn in a plagiarized assignment, I will receive a grade of “0” for that assignment. 

“Plagiarism” is defined in the attached course syllabus.  

 

 

_______________         _____________________________________ 

Date Student Signature 

 

 

____________________________  ___________________________ 

Guardian Signature(s) 

 

 

________________________  

Teacher Signature 

 

 

What is the best way to reach YOU?  

 

Phone: ______________________  

 

 Cell: _________________ 

 

E-mail: ________________________________ 


